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ish Request for Information on the Raoul
We lenberg Case

sy Pollticel Counselor, Mats Beraquist,
February 1 to pose Several gmestions on this
d appreciate your passing these to NSA, CIA
appropriate members of the Washington intel-
nity. If we have the informatio n requested.
we would be forthcoming in Sharing it with

the Swedes, in view of the political and hemanitarian con-1
, siderations aovolved.

Background I

, RaOul Wallenberg (not related to the industrial w*Ilenbergs)
was a Swedish diplomat in Budapest aeriesi the neec. lid world
War. In that capacity. he was instrumental in w r ing the
lives of thousands of Jews, by issuing them swedish pass-
ports which allowed them to escape Hungary. The amssians
arrested Wallenberg when they took Budapest. His status
and whereabouts has been an ieeue in SwrdishiEovi:t re-
lations since.
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a Subject:

The Soviets informed the Swedish Government in 1955 that
Wallenberg had died in a Moscow prison in 1917, blamed
this on the excesses of Berta and oXpressed offirial re-
gret. Reoccurring reports have surfaced .inre 1955, how-
ever, that Wallenberg was still alive in one or another 1
Russian prison. One of these reports was ii, testimony
before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on
February 1-2, 1971, during hearings on ' ,SSP Libor farms.
Avraham Shifting , a former Soviet eititen who now live
in Israel, testified that he had met Wallenbera in the
1960's at a Soviet prison camp on Wrangel Island, north
of the Bering Sound, between Siberia and Alaska. This
report was corroborated in a letter by a former vqB
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rim Mishinski, also known Js Ketlov.i
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This letter was published sith the text of the Moorings.
Swedish security officials have interview e d br.th Shifrins
and Mishinski in Israel.
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A more recent report was included in a story in the
December 19th issue of the New York Magazine (pg. 45).
This allege* that Wallenberg was alive in a Soviet mental
hospital as pf three years ago. Were he still alivp
Wallenberg uld now be seventy years of age.

The Wall	 g case ii still of considerable p•littral
ard humanit4hian interest. Tt is kept /Mut.
berg's mother in Stockholm, as well as by former win.!ariAn
Jews now re dent ir Sweden, the US, or elsewhere. Senator
Prank Chore has called Ambassador Wachtmeister within
the last	 weeks in response to an inquiry from one of
his constituhats. Swedish Parliamentarians regularly
pose questi s for eovernment response in the Rilesdag.

The Swedish ovornment last raised this case with us in
January 1974 when Mmbassy officer Lars Ake vielsson

Jo/ poised cert.ii quest inns to Swedish Desk Officer John Owens.
According to Bergguist, we wore, at that time, unable to
confirm or dieny the existence of a Soviet prison cam on
Wrangel Isl d. We also indicated that we thought11 Shifrins' t1stinony wAs only "partially incorrect.

A Swedish gestations

hir What is our view on veracity of Mishinski's report?
After interviewing his the Swede* doubt how much weight
to give his comments. Ile was, for ,,xn111,10, unshi p to
identify Wallenberg in photographs.

Can we provide information, from satellite photography
/Ardor other sources, that would confirm or deny the

existence of a prison camp on Wrangel Island?

3. Why do we believe that Shifrins' testimony was only
artially correct, and do we have a judgment on his
Specific commonts on Nallenberg?

4. Shifting also mentioned a former US military officer.
Alexander Shornik, who he said was also interned on
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1Wrangel Island (pages 15-16 of testimony). 00 we
have ini
ma	

'pendent confirmation on this, or infor-
tion n Shornik's current status or whereabouts?

S. In the vent that we can provide responses to any
of the hove, which may be used by Sweden publically
and whip must be held in oonfidftnce?


